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“The Old is Gone ...” A Better 2020 Help This Winter2   3   4 

Starting a  
New Year  
With New Life  
in 2020!



Dear Friend,

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!”—2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

I can’t imagine a better verse to ring in a brand-new year and a brand-new 
decade. “The old has gone, the new is here!” Thanks to committed friends 
and partners like you, transforming the lives of our hurting neighbors through 
the power of Jesus Christ is what the Milwaukee Rescue Mission is all about.

Yes, with your support, we are committed to providing critical resources like 
food and shelter to our neighbors devastated by homelessness. That is the 
love of Christ in action. But even more, we aspire to go beyond that, offering 
them vital programs that give them the chance to put their broken lives back 
together through God’s grace.

Throughout 2019, I was overwhelmed with gratitude as I witnessed God  
heal the wounds of past traumas, years of homelessness and devastating 
addictions—and I’ve rejoiced when he gave brand-new life to hurting men 
and women.

The same is true for the students who attend Cross Trainers Academy and  
all our youth programs. As we provide these precious kids with a solid 
education, we share God’s love with them—and they learn how dearly  
loved they are by Jesus!

With your generosity and God’s grace, I believe that 2020 is going to be an 
extraordinary year! “The old has gone, the new is here!” On behalf of those 
we serve, thank you for journeying with us in this new year!

I thank God for you,

Patrick H. Vanderburgh, D.Min. 
President

Dr. Patrick H. Vanderburgh 
President

“ THE OLD IS GONE,  
THE NEW IS HERE!”
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“ Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation 
has come: The old 
has gone, the new 
is here!”

  —2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)



www.milmission.org

NEW LIFE AND A BETTER 2020
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“I love my children. I didn’t 
want to die, I wanted to be 
part of their lives.”
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God is working in James’ life in so many ways 

today. He’s even talking to his kids and family 

again. “I have hope for a better 2020,” he says. 

“I have a new life no one can ever take away from 

me. That’s what your support for the Milwaukee 

Rescue Mission did for me. You saved my life! 

Thank you!”

Last March was the lowest point of James’ life. He had 

just been released from jail and had nowhere to go. It 

seemed like no one wanted him around anymore. So  

he went to the beach to spend the night, only to lose 

his balance and fall into the frigid water. Though he was 

able to pull himself out, all night he was overwhelmed 

by the cold, pain, shame and feelings of rejection  

and hopelessness.

“The next morning, I knew what I had to do,” he says.  

“I was going to take what little money I had left to 

purchase enough heroin to kill myself.”

Drugs and alcohol were a part of James’ life for as long 

as he can remember. Growing up, everyone in his family 

was an addict. So he learned early that he could drink 

and use drugs to medicate all his problems away. 

“After high school, I started working and raising my  

own family,” James says. “I always used drugs, but  

I also always took care of my bills and my family. My 

kids meant everything to me, and I really believed  

I was a devoted father. That’s what I thought. But 

heroin proved me wrong.”

When James started using heroin in his late 20s, he 

sacrificed everything for it, including his wife and kids. 

He ended up homeless, in and out of jail, pursuing 

heroin and letting it take control to the point of nearly 

taking his own life—but he didn’t. Instead, he came to  

the Milwaukee Rescue Mission. 

“I love my children. I didn’t want to die, I wanted to  

be part of their lives,” he says. “So when I came here,  

I gave myself completely to Jesus Christ. I gave up  

my shame and self-hatred. I embraced Christ’s love,  

I opened myself to the love of everyone here and  

I learned to love myself again.”



For most of us, it’s impossible to imagine what it’s like to be homeless any 
time of the year. But in winter, the stress and fear men, women and children 
devastated by homelessness feel in the face of life-threatening cold is 
unbearable. Today, you can help save someone’s life—and maybe even 
change a life for eternity.

Your donation will help provide them with warm, safe shelter, 
hot meals and clothing. Even more, you will give them access 
to education, counseling, help in overcoming substance 
abuse, job training and, most important, they will hear  
the gospel of Jesus Christ, who can transform their  
lives forever.

Finally, if you’re able, would you also consider 
sending an extra $5 gift to provide a hurting soul 
with a warm blanket this winter? Please give 
generously. Thank you!

Any gifts received over the current need will be used  
for shelter throughout the year.

The Milwaukee Rescue Mission will host our annual banquet on 
Thursday, May 7, 2020, at the Discovery World Museum. An 
evening of fun, food, fellowship, dining and inspiration will be 
on the menu! Proceeds from the event will help homeless men, 
women and children start over and rebuild their lives on a firm foundation.  
For more information, contact events@milmission.org or call 414-935-0253.

830 N. 19th Street | Milwaukee, WI 53233 
(414) 344-2211 | www.milmission.org

MISSION STATEMENT 
Sharing God’s love by caring for 
those who are poor in body, mind 
and spirit, to see lives transformed 
through Christ to hope, joy and 
lasting productivity.

Please Provide Life-Saving Help for 
Our Hurting Neighbors This Winter

Save the Date!
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Work at the  
Milwaukee Rescue Mission!
Have you ever thought of joining the team at MRM? 
Check out our employment opportunities at 
milmission.org/employment

Have you remembered MRM in your estate plan?



MEMORIAL & IN HONOR OF GIFTS

www.milmission.org

IN MEMORY OF:  Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost a loved one. A memorial 
gift to MRM is a special way to offer hope to the hurting in the name of a friend or family member.
Debbie Amann

Winifred Ansay

Marian F. Baker

Peter Balistreri

Thomas A. Barczewski

Raymond J. Bentz

Renata Berschdorf

Thomas C. Birdsall

Jim and Dorothy 
Blazejovsky

Dr. Bloch

JJ Blonien

Mike Boivin

Maria M. Bonilla

Jerry Brabazon

Mary Beth Braun

Steve Braunschweig

Delores Bray

Larry Breckler

John W. Brennan

Gene Brummels

Lionel (John) Brylow

Theodore (Ted) Buckett

John M.  Cain

John Michael Caira

Donald John Carpenter

George R.  Chambers

David P. Chyla

Caroline Collins

Christine Daley

Steve Destrampe

Bob Dettman

Margaret Dettmann

Elsie Detweiler

Kathleen Dooley

Duane Skip Dorn

Daniel Scott Drews

Barb Duerwachter

Margaret Spuehler DuPrey

James Durand

Dennis and Nancy Dykas

Kathleen (Kathy) Earsley

William (Bill) Eisner

Imogene Ellis

Ronald Entringer

Philip Eserkaln

Lucille Faust

Andy Feiring

Aaron Fesser

Edmund Fink

Marina Fischer

Mary Fitzsimmons Walfoort

Theresa Flanagan

Charles Forret

John I. Foulks II

Christine Gagnon

Jesse Ryan Gamache

Jacquie Gerbitz

Gary Gerhard

Maggie Germata

Magdalena Gjud

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Goetsch

Colette Grace

Patricia Graham

Atty.William Connor Griffiths

John and Nancy Gross

Jerod Guell

Robert Guskey

Dawn Hager

James Harsh

George Harter

Michael Jon Heine

Samuel Henderson

Chuck Herbst

Judy Herrick

Oscar and Delores Hetzel

Joann Hines

Ferdinand (Tim) Hinrichs

Adam and Ben Hock

Helen Hodges

Lisa Hoffmann

Louis Hoffmann

Arlene Hogan

Mark R. Ihlenfeld

Nathaniel Jackson

Ericka Jackson

Edward Jancar

Arnold (Arnie) Jerabek

Thomas E. Johnson

Bruce E. Johnson

Barbara Johnson

Baby Nugget Johnston

Millicent Jones

Sivier (Skip) Joost

Susan Jurgens

Judy Kabara

Norbert Kaczorowski

Beverly Kasch

Tom Kaufman

Art Keinert

Charlotte and Gene Keller

Harry Khatzis

Kyoko Kinishi

Peter Julius Kiss

Eleanor (Elly) Kitzinger

Angie Klauser

Fred G. Klett II

Edward E. Klug

Ray and Tommy Sue Kocol

Robert F. Koehne

Robert C. Koeper

Diana Koklas

Jane Konings

AJ Korth

Ruth Kos

Jim and Dorothy Beth Kosir

Georgia Koterba

Jean Kurowski

Marla Lafferty

William E. Lambrecht

Tim Lasch

Brian (BJ) Lashobec

Dolores Lazinski

Helen Lee

Bill Leusink

Lawrence and Ann 
Levandowski

Wade W. Logan

Ronald G. Lopez

Nancy Lubke

Jackie Macaulay

Geraldine (Geri) Maddison

Gene Mahner

Richard S. Maxwell

Dannie K. McCarthy

Matthew McCombs

Peter J. McFadzen

William McGair Jr.

Kenneth McGovern

Grace McLees

Laura McManus

Margaret Michael

Todd C. Michalek

Lorraine Michel

Mary Ann Mitchell

Richard A. Mohr

George French Moss

Don Mountjoy

Bruce Mundt

Stephen Nahrwold

Michael and Tanya Nauyoks

Joel Matthew Netzel

Daniel Noel

William Nohr

My father Norman

Earma O’Neal

Bill O’Neill

Mary Paddock

Mike Pawlyshyn

Roux Pepin

Amanda Perine

Gino Pezzin

Kim Ellen Phillippi

William Pierson

Joan Patrice Pilney

Justin Podlesnik

Neva Pollack

Betty Porten

Florence E. Rahn

Paul Reemsnyder

James Rewolinski

Michael Richmond

Alexander Christian Roberts

Valory Rocker

Richard Rodeghier

Ronald Romanowich

Dolores Ruppert

Bernice F. Ruter

Shirley Sams

Hannah Schiessl

Linda Schmidt

Liz Schmitt

Margaret Rose Schrader

Donald and Alice Schuler

Michael Schwartz

Dorothy Schwertfeger

Scott Seward

Diane Seymer

Bob Sherfinski

Gerald T. Simons

Glenn Simonson

Laura Kathleen Smalley

Ann Julia Smith

Miriam L. Smith

John F. Smith

Mom and Dar Sparacino

Thomas Spear

Ruth Spitzer

Harold W. Stanfield

Joan Stauder

Florence Steen

Gunther (Gunner) Stenzel

Chester Stiec

Ione P. Stock

Mother Rosa Stricklin

George Styduhar,  
Marine Veteran

Louis Szep

Carol Tankka

John G. Taylor

Audrey Kim Taylor

St. Teresa

Joanne Teschendorf

Llewellyn and Alice Tietz

Leonard Tokus

Michael (Mike) Tremmel

Josh Uema

Henry and Marion Uihlein

Kelly Van Ermen

William and Delories  
Van Roo

Don Vanderventer

Mary Vogt

Glen Wade

James Ward

Joyce Wawrzyn

Grandma Webber

Isabel Weide

Joseph A. Weis

Tom Welch

Rita White

Jerry Edward Wiesmueller

Dorothy Wilson

Nola Witzlib

Phyllis Yelick

Enrique Zabalerio

Eric Zagorski

Clemente Zapata

Daniel and Diane Zielinski

Duane Zillner

Adam 

Anna 

Anne and Harry 

Bailey 

Bev 

Casey 

Dad 

Dewey Opal Helen Jim 

Don, Pat and Sally 

Doug 

Grandparents both sides 

Javier 

Jerry 

Josette 

Kay 

Lucille and Donald 

My Aunt - Marilyn King 

My Brother Nick 

My Family 

My Generous Parents 

My Grandma 

My Mom Sandy 

My Parents George  
and Grace 

Parents 

Nancy 

Nicole 

Roberta and Better 

Ron O, George and  
Rosario G 

Saeed and Angela’s Parents 

Scottie’s 

Sisters Jessie and Mandy 

Suzanne 

Parbati Adhikary

J. and L. Ballbach

Lore Denver Basil

Michael Battaglia

Rick and Toni Bergeron

Joan Cincotta

Patrick and Micky Collins

Teagan Collins

Joseph and Nancy Dorlack

Dr. Fayyad

Tom Griffey

Frank Hinca

Grandma Hughes

Frederick Kaufmann

Michael Korpela

Mary Kelley Lomis

Mary Loomis

George French Moss

John Neel

Jane Ore

Judy Pier-Lybeck

Christopher Reid

Brian Riordan

Lawrence Roehl

Lylah Rose

Issac and Carter Schultz, 
Lucas and Nathan Margoni

Wendy Serwin

Dan Sorce

Armand and Jennie 
Stepanian

Samantha Vosters

Jerry “Gramps” 
Wiesmueller

Dan Wondolkowski

16th Saradday - 2029

A Dear Friend’s Retirement

Alicia and Aaron

All Catholic Priests

Clarence

Dad

In Honor Of Jerri Lewis

Jerry and Jeanne’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary

Jeshua

Jesus

Lexxii

Lizzy’s 28th Birthday

Mara

Maurine McNally’s  
101st Birthday

Milwaukee Police 
Department

Monica D’s Birthday

MRM Staff

My brother, Mejias Buggs

NMIS New Accounts

St. Expedite

The Dielens

Those who are homeless

WFB Bunco Babes

IN HONOR OF:  A gift to MRM is a great way both to provide hope and to remember a birthday, 
anniversary or other special occasion!
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